
Who Are We?Who Are We?



APA Membership Surveys

• 2006 Survey of APA members 
– Population = 43,000

Sample  12 940– Sample = 12,940
• 50% AICP Members
• 1% FAICP 
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Salary x ExperienceSalary x Experience





Is the APA membership representative ofIs the APA membership representative of 
the population of planners?

• What defines planning?
Wh  ll th l  l ?• Who call themselves planners?

• Who are educated as planners?
• Who affect planning decisions?• Who affect planning decisions?



What Defines Planning?

• Myers et al (1997):
– Improvement of human settlements

Interconnections among community facets– Interconnections among community facets
– Focus on the future
– ID of distributional consequences
– Open participation
– Linking knowledge and collective action



Contested boundaries

• Other professions claim some of the same 
turf:

Policy Analysis– Policy Analysis
– Public Administration
– Architecture
– Landscape Architecture
– Civil Engineering
– Environmental management/scienceEnvironmental management/science



Contested boundaries

• Early US planners were:
– architects (Burnham); 

landscape architects (Olmstead) and – landscape architects (Olmstead) and 
– civil engineers (Bartholomew)

• Planning education is evenly split g y p
between design and policy/social science 
settings.

• Distinction between professionalism and • Distinction between professionalism and 
lay engagement (AIP v. ASPO)



The Modal Example Problem

• Much about our conferences, literature, 
classrooms, folk lore, concerns…

– Land use
– Urban areas
– Government practice
– Comprehensive focus



Dalton’s Study of American Planners

• Sample = 1,863; returns = 681 (36.6%)
• Alumni of 32 US planning schools
• Members of 13 organizations including: 

– APA, 
– Planners Network, Planners Network, 
– Society for College and University Planning

• 70% of respondents had a planning 
ddegree

• 85% belonged to APA
• 4% neither planning degree  nor APA• 4% neither planning degree, nor APA









Tradition v. non-traditional planning

• 38% of master’s degree alumni say they 
do “non-traditional” planning (Glasmeier and 
Kahn 1989)Kahn 1989)

• Dalton asked, “Do you think of what you 
do as traditional planning?”do as traditional planning?
– 40.1% said ‘No’

• 11.9% of AICP members
19 5% f APA  AICP b• 19.5% of APA, non-AICP members

• 8.7% of non-APA, non-AICP 



Traditional Planners…

• Strongly supported the statement, 
planning ‘is primarily concerned with 
physical development issues related to physical development issues related to 
land use, housing and regional form’

• Nearly half work with maps and 
performed regulatory reviews ‘frequently 
or often’or often



Non-traditional Planners…

• 40% of survey respondents
• Nearly half never perform regulatory 

ireviews
• Frequent activities include:

– ResearchResearch
– Strategic planning
– Organizational development

M  d ith i l  h lth  • More engaged with social, health or 
employment planning















Certification and Licensure



A. If you were a 
planning director  

B. If you were a firm 
principal  whom planning director, 

whom would you 
hire?

• Your department  in 

principal, whom 
would you hire?

• Your planning 
consultancy has 30 • Your department, in 

a city of 500,000 has 
30 professional staff 
positions (not 

consultancy has 30 
professional staff 
positions (not 
including clerical p (

including clerical and 
business office 
positions)

g
and business office 
positions)

• What credentials 
• What credentials 

would you require of 
your entry-level 
professional planners 

would your require 
of your entry-level 
professional 
planners (usually professional planners 

(usually 10 
positions)?

planners (usually 
10 positions)?



US Planning MovementU g

• 1909: National 
Conference on City Conference on City 
Planning

• 1917 Am. City 
Planning Institute

• 1938: American 
Institute of 

• 1935: American 
Society of Planning Institute of 

Planners Officials

1978: American Planning Association/
American Institute of Certified PlannersAmerican Institute of Certified Planners



C i i f P f iCriteria for a Profession

What makes a line of work a profession?



C i i f P f iCriteria for a Profession
(Seward Hiltner)

• Basic principles

• Technical tools
– Tools are servants not masters

• Operates for human welfare

• Self limitation

• Act in representation





















Licensure and Registration

• New Jersey “PP” License
AICP E am + NJ E am – AICP Exam + NJ Exam 

– Or, registration as Arch or Engineer allows 
planning work in lieu of PP license.

• Michigan “Professional Community Planner” 
i l l– Title only

– AICP Exam + Mich M/C test + Design Problem
– Code of conduct

• Georgia’s 1977 statuteGeorgia s 1977 statute
– Required L.Arch license to ‘sign’ comp plan

• Florida History
– 1977 FAPA initiative: offer of one seat on Arch 

licensing boardlicensing board
– 1994: FAPA membership voted against

• 2007: Landscape Architects licensed in 22 
states.


